% 
CONSIDERATIONS 
| Humbly Offercd 
By the People called Quakers, 
Relating to the BILL tor the reftraining the 


Licentiouſneſs of the PRESS. 


THIS BILL is, They Conceive, of like nature with 
the expired Act, 13, 14 Car. II. Cap. 33. and 
many Inconveniences did attend the Subjects by it whilft in 
Force, by which the ſaid People were Sufferers. 
\ To Prevent the Printing and Publiſhing of Sediti- 
ous or Treaſonable Books againſt the Government, and 
Scandalous Pamphlets tending to Vice and Immorality, 
is the Wiſdom of all Good Governments, and mutt be the 
Defire of all Good Men. 

But to Limit Religious Books to a Licenſe, where the Fo- 
lerated Perſwaſions are many, they Conceive, ſeems al- 
together Unſate to all, but that whoſe Opinion the Li- 
cenſer is of, who by this Bill hath Power to Allow what he 
{hall judge Sound and Orthodox, or Reject what he ſhall Con- 
ſtrue to be either Heretical, Seditious, or Offenſive. 

Hiſtory and Experience have Taught how the Obſcure 
Term of Hereſy hath been Turn'd and Stretched againſt 
Primitive Chriſtians, Martyrs, and Famous Reformers : 
Nor is it forgotten for what Reaſons the“ Writ De Hære- 29 Cc. 
tico Comburendo was Aboliſhed. H. agg. 

"Tis no ſtrange thing to have Learned * Men of tlie See 
ſame Church, Interfere in their Opinions, concerning ſe- Or, S 
veral Texts of Holy Scripture ; and 'tis Uncertain when 3% 
their Opinions come to the Licenſer, whether the World 
| ſhall have the Beſt or no. 

Ihe different Apprehenſions Men have of divers parts of 

| Scripture, gives Hirth to different Perſwaſions, who yet 
all make the Scripture the Teſt thereof; which by the Kind- 
| neſs of the Government being Tolerated, they Conceive; 
they ought to be left Free to Defend them, from the Miſre- 
| preſentations, Prejudice, or Miſtake of others, without being 
| tubjected to the Cenſure of a Licenſer of a different Per- 
ſwaſion. 


T hey therefore humbly hope, that nothing may be Enacted that 
will leſſen the Toleration, which they thankfully enjoy under 


the Favour of this, as well as the late Government, 


